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Sunday July 8, 1951
P
Dear iMawama, : 5 { 16213
(&)

when you called this morning I had been planning to
write Lo you today and tell you the latest news and tenlge
tive plans. %we had been thinking that John and feyg wculd be
here this wmorning, but they thought they had better start
back right after breakfast since the older children were slte
ting with tue younger ones. I'd had Kilss Roddy cme, s0 1
thought I d have time for a lejter, and so 1 do. 1t’2 a pere-
fectly loVely summer day, not too terribly hot and a claar
blue sky, so Wllliaam and I thought we would take advantage of
the unusual situation (Mizs Roddy here of a Sunday, ususlly
her day off) to do what we have been hoping to do for the
three years we've been in Bethesda- have lunch at the Clney
Inn. A Willlan ssys, what's a few more dollars when we owe 80
much already?

We engaged a local real estate agency to be cur rental
agent last 3aturday, but told him not to bring anyone Lo see
the house until after the fourth of July, when we had a man ¢oume
to clean up the bank which we have been unable to care for at
all this spring and sunuer. we also fL nished the lawn and flower
teds, cleaned out the play area, awept the terrace, spaded beside
the garage, etc., Lo make the place look nice. I wahsed Lhe ~arage
door in ay bathing suit! we ldoked very nice. Yesterday worning
around eleven the agenti-brought the first "prospect®™ to see ihe
place, and two hours later the prospect called and sdd he wanted
to rent. He willl .ay a hundred and sicty & month, but the f irst
year only a hundrad and forty. Thus we are allowing hin two hundred
and forty dollars for repainting woodwork, wad is, and ouislide
trim. If he spends more than that, he pays for it hiuseif. Eache
month of the first year we are letiing him pay twenty dollars
less than the re#ht, for redecorating puposes. His name 1s Dele
knap, nhe 18 and advertlsing man for a pharmaceutical fim, cowes
from central iensylvanla, went to the U. of P., and to0 Swarthe
more for a year during the war under the lNavy's educatiocnali proe-
grame. He and his wife have a nine-week-old baby boy. They have
Just taken this Job in washington and went to .ove in more or
less plght after the first of August. ke ¢ lin't antic pate any
trouble renting the house, but neither did we expect the first
person who locked at the house to take it. We thought we had
betler establish the prineiple of a hundred ard sixty a month
because once a rent is reglstered with the rent ¢ mmtrol beard
it is pLrectlicaliy impossible to raise it later, and since we willl
be gone for an unknown length or time it seems betler to start
off high in cuse rents rise 1n the next few years. It's fine to
heve the renting business off our minds so guickly. The lesse is
on & yearly basis, automaticly renewed eac: ye:r unless one party
or the other gives thrity days notice.

A8 1 sald on the telephone, ithe Security Storuge pecple
may be wiliing to pu off the packing until the 30ta of July, which
ia a Monday. 1 hope so, for tnat will give us more time to psck
up our own things into sultcases and trunks, and fewer days away
from the diaper service, laundsrmst, etc. Also I d rasther take the
trip up north on a Monday than a Friday or even Thursday, because
the traffic 1s sc much betver Mondays. I certalnly hope we will
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find that it's possible to rent a small basgage traller for

a one~way trip to Hew York not too expensively, but it may

well be that the renter would have no way of pgetting the traller
vack from New York or it miznt be too empensive. We have to

take both baby beds of ¢ urse, 80 the car will be terrilly
crowédd 1u any case. Ifno tral ler 1s possible, we wils have to
rack a great wmany sultcases in advance and send them up to the
shlp by Rallway Express.

If thelecurity Storage can hold off till the 30th, we
will leave that very day for Flemington, spend the nights of
the thirileth and thirty-f irst with you, and go up to New York
with the car and babiles on the fir:t of august. If there 13
st1ll an automatic laundry place in Flemlingtoen I don't see why
we couldn't take the accumulasted baby clothes down there to be
washedon tne 3lst. Ifnot, we can walt t11l1 we get to New York
ard do theum there. If we can get the ssme type of rooms we had
when we stayed at the Fifth Avenue Hotel last July wlth Laurence,’
1t would be fine. we had two rooma anla little kitchenette with
stove and ice box. That would be perfect for Miss hoddy to make
the foraula in, and we would certa nly need two bedrocms wlth
sgurence and the twins! Miss Hoddy would astay witn hes aunt.
kven 1f Securlity storage comes on the 27th, we would gtill do
the saze thing, and hope there is still a laundry place down
in Flemington, we will be ruaning on throwe-away paper diapers
in any case, and I willhave wilth me a length of clothes line
for the hotel and the ship:

: I have the buying fz1rly well in hand, with only a few
more major itexs ard a dozen or &0 minor items 8t1ll cutsztand-
inz. I must go down town as socn as possible to taxe care of
them. $he desntist 1s golng to take up a gecod deal more of wy

tire, alas.l've veen having qulie a <erles ci ssesiong, ana he's
still found some wore. Next weekend we expect a visii Irom Wwilllam's
ftatner anu stepnother. -

i%ve had a wonierful stroke of luck! A friend reconmedded
a second hand place down in Georgetwon where people bring clothes
and nicknacks they no longer want, aid tnsre 1 found a little
blax fur Jacket, bolerc iype with elbow=length sleeves for only
$28! I would have preferred long sleeves, bul the style is Just
exactly what 1 was hoplng to find, The wouan said 1t was black
ermine, and by golly black ermine it's zolng to be whelher or nol
It will be just the thing to zo0 over evening dresces with full
skirts. with lonz-sleeved dresses 1'll have to stick tomy szing
coat of coursse, but this solves the zain problem: an evenling Wrap.

In addition to all cur other business, we've been having a
ruzh of soc ial activity. July 5 was Venszuslan Independence Zay,
and yesterday we had to leave John and ieg here while we went for
a few hours over to the Mam's. The former Itallan Anbassadc r in
Venezuela, Count Secco~3uardo, was in town with hils wife. We always
1iked him ver; much and he was nice to us when Wiillam's position
wasn't _8 important as 1t may becoge. S50 we were dellghted tohear
toat-he wag going to ¢all at the Kenn's, and also that he 1is now
Italian Minister tc Guatemalal I dn't know whether 1 teld you
that our o0ld Caracas friends Bea and George Ansell{ we rented thelr
house down there for two months when we first arrived)
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are also down in Guatemala nowe he's with the Bank of London
and South America. She wrote and said thelr house is cnly a
block or so away from the one we're golng to reant. It 141l
be nice to know somsone right away who can perhaps help me
out over the first hurdles.

It occurs to me that you might plan, if you want to,
to came up by train with Laurence arcund ncon or ac on the
second of August. Ifyocu could, we would wrilte for & reserva=-
tion for a hetel room which you and he might occupy Logether,

8o that the twins could yowl 1t out by themselves in the other
room of our ¢ anbination. ke cculd have b ne a few cf the neces-
sary things that moming, and Milss Roeddy would be there Lo

stay with the twine in the hotel room. S0 you and Lsurence -

and I if there is no pressing business could wander arcund

New York deing whatever we had to- on those wonderful Subwaysil
I knew Laurence would simply love the idea.Ifthat plan 1s o
all right with you, let me know as soon &8 possible and I'1l :
write for & room with twin beds for you and him on the second.
dunt; Piet said she would Just love to come and help cub or
just say gocdbye, if she could find a sitter. They are hardto
¢ome by in Levittown, where all the families are young and all
have young children. But’ it would be nice if she could, ard you
counld meet her,

John and feg ceemed very happy indeed, and I aust
say I thought Feg was Just fine. They left about ten last
night, after suppef, t o go over and call on Susan, who was
going to come to dinner but came down with a cold a few days
before and couldn’t .0 ouw . We couldn't go with them, because
}lss Reddy had left at six as usuzl. John ¢& led me thls mome
ing before they left for home and said he had-llked Tom Douglas
very much, Jjust as I thought he would. He ¢ aumented as we had
that Pussan had picked & man as xuch like Sam as possiblelln
talking with John, I was interested to see how far he had.coms
since ldast sumuer in his thinking.

1 aust stop now and write tc William's old Aunt Ella,
who's been &iling. “uch 2 nice o0ld lady~ former schoolteagher,
now -living in Buckeystown, Md.I wish we had time to go ocut aad
show her the twins. First iIn the family, she gald in a letter

yesterday .

Love,
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